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PSC Decision – 3/2018

1. Narrative strategy in the 
Phase III WIPs

2. Understand the Science
1. Update models

2. New estimate of load 
changes

3. Incorporate into 2022-2023 
milestones
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Modeling updates 
2019

Modeling workgroup oversaw 
updates to CBP suite of 
models (~25 modifications)

- Climate inputs

- Response of watershed

- Estuarine processes
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Open Water

Open water is an important use for 
living resources and modeling showed 
future non-attainment in CB6MH and 
CB7MH

… However

The partnership decided not to drive 
allocations with CB6MH and CB7MH 
open water

Relatively insensitive to load reductions

No other Mainstem Open Water 
violations through 2055

Uncertainty over boundary of open 
water

The Criteria Assessment Protocol 
Workgroup began to address these 
issues at their 8/19/20 meeting.
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2017/2018 proposed 
climate allocation method:

Increase the ‘non-WWTP effort’ line to 
account for climate change 1995-2025
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WQGIT decided to continue with 1995-2025 
and reassess in 2035

Considered options for 
increasing both lines

Considered option for 
reducing each state-basin’s 
climate-induced watershed 
loads
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Proposed Decision

Each jurisdiction makes additional reductions equal to the increase due to climate change.

NY’s nitrogen efforts are decreased by .3 million lbs, WV’s negative nitrogen loads are eliminated

All other jurisdiction loads are increased by 8% to account for the balance
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WWTWG points

• WQGIT leaning toward decision that emphasizes reductions in 
jurisdictions that have increases in non-WWTP loads.

• Climate-related impacts are estimated to be half of what we thought 
in 2017/2018

• Reduction in load equal to 2.5% N  and 4% P

• Climate-related impacts will be re-evaluated in 2025

• Climate effects are likely to accelerate over time leading to higher 
level of effort
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