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Targeted Outreach For Green Infrastructure - Overview

● Project funded by EPA through the Chesapeake Bay 

Program Habitat Goal Implementation 

Team. Emphasis is to provide green infrastructure 

that also benefits habitat priorities for the Bay 

Program.

● Focus on a range of diverse communities at risk from 

impacts of weather extremes and climate change 

affects, including communities that have faced 

environmental injustices.

● Develop green infrastructure concepts and help find 

funding sources for implementation.



TOGI Communities

● Cambridge, MD

● Williamsport, PA

● Upper Mattaponi Tribe, 

VA

● Mattaponi Tribe, VA



WilliamsportWilliamsport, 
PA

1. Ideal size for a project like 
this one. 

2. Existing contacts within our 
steering committee

3. An area which historically 
does not receive significant 
outside investment

Williamsport, Pa- population 28,000



Site selection by project team 2019-2020; 

steering Committee organized 2020-2021



Process; listening session at Lycoming College OCT 2021;Workshop Feb. 

2022;Final Report May 2022)

Listening 
Session

Workshop
Final 

Report 

Chris Guy at Listening 

Session



“Conflicting” programs/considerations 

during process

 Change in governance- new mayor 

2020

 Williamsport one of 9 

municipalities/burrows under MS4 

stormwater initiative

 Lycoming County completed a County 

Action Plan (CAP) to address county 

goals to reduce sediment, nitrogen 

and phosphorus loads as part of state 

goals for reduction to Chesapeake 

Bay by 2025

 COVID/pandemic protocol guidelines 

for public meetings



Public/hybrid meeting OCT 26,2021



Williamsport, PA

 Listening Session held on 

October 26, 2021

 Expanded community garden and 

park space on vacant lots and

 Little League Boulevard with 

improved connectivity to 

downtown selected as focus 

areas.

 Design Workshop held on 

January 19, 2022



Project 1 expand community garden on property of 

UPMC Hospital (current garden organized by Salvation Army- Sid Furst 

coordinator and member of Steering Committee)



Williamsport, PA – Concept Design- UPMC

Green Infrastructure Strategies

 Conservation landscaping including native 

plantings, pollinator gardens and edible 

landscapes

 Lawn to meadow areas with low mow 

maintenance

 Urban tree canopy including street trees and 

urban forests

 Pervious pavement to replace existing parking 

and establish new parking

 Rainwater storage including rain barrels or 

cisterns

 Bioretention areas or rain gardens with 

planted swales along streets, buildings and 

parking



Williamsport, PA – Concept Design

Community Amenities

 Lawn Gathering Area

 Pollinator Habitat/Edible 

Landscapes

 Sensory/Healing Garden

 Community Garden

 Children’s Play Area

 Contemplative Garden



Williamsport, PA – Concept Design for Little League 

Boulevard

The listening session helped to establish goals and 

needs for the Little League Boulevard corridor 

including:

 traffic calming

 Crosswalks

 bike lanes

 greening with street trees

 green stormwater infrastructure to manage 

runoff

 safer and easier connection to community 

amenities (such as Hepburn Plaza and 

downtown).

 street enhancement and beautification, 

including replacing the fencing with natural 

barrier where appropriate



Little League BLVD; wide, few trees , sidewalk only on one side, lots of chain-

linked fences



Williamsport, PA – Concept Design

The concept design for Little League Boulevard includes street trees north of 
the sidewalk, midblock crossings to slow traffic and manage stormwater, new 
sidewalks on south side of the street, bike lanes and fence removal alternatives. 



Williamsport, PA – Concept Design



Williamsport, PA – Concept Design







Williamsport, PA

 The community garden gained a lot of 

traction with support from University 

of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC)

 The other concept design for Little 

League Blvd still needs more support 

from the City of Williamsport to move 

forward

Laura Templeton of the Salvation Army unveils the newest plans for the Red Shield Community Garden. C. 
Pauling / NCPA

Sid Furst and Rickie Lee (leaning against the lawnmower). The men have been friends throughout the 
years, tending to the community garden. Lee, too, is a staple at the site, watering, weeding, mowing, and 
harvesting every day.C. Pauling



Next steps



Next Steps 2



FINAL REPORT May 2022

 QUESTIONS?

 THANK YOU 

 zimmer@Lycoming.edu


