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PA Outdoor Recreation Economy

 5th largest state outdoor 

recreation economy

 $29.1 Billion in consumer 

spending annually

 $8.6 Billion in wages and 

salaries

 $1.9 Billion in state and 

local tax revenue

 251,000 direct jobs



Outdoor Recreation

Through COVID-19



Trail Use



COVID-19 Impact on Outdoor Businesses

OTHER:

 RV Sales: up >50%

 RV Rentals: up 30%

 Boat Launch Permits: up 54 percent from same 

time last year

 Fishing Licenses: up about 20 percent from same 

time last year. 



Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 

Recreation Plan - 2020-2024

Five years

20 Recommendations 

70 actions



DCNR Grant Programs

• Community Parks & 

Recreation
(including special funding 
for small communities)

• Land Acquisition

• Partnerships

• Trails

• Rivers Conservation 

& Riparian Buffers
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Communities/Grants/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Communities/Grants/Pages/default.aspx


Riparian Forest Buffer Grants

Over $9M provided in grant funding since 2017

Goal of planting 95,000 acres planted by 2025



PA Conservation Landscapes as a 
Mechanism for Economic Development

 8 Conservation Landscapes in 

Pennsylvania

 Place-based approach to 

coordinated strategic investment 

and action in large landscapes, 

around the values of sustainability, 

conservation, outdoor recreation, 

cultural heritage and community 

revitalization. 

 Accomplish DCNR’s mission through 

partnerships that promote efficient, 

effective programs that respond to 

community needs and shared 

values and goals. 



PA Heritage Areas

 12 Heritage Ares in Pennsylvania

 The Pennsylvania Heritage Areas 
Program is a multi-region asset-
based economic development 
program rooted in the 
commonwealth’s rich natural, 
cultural, and industrial history.

 Heritage Areas create cross-
sector partnerships that enhance 
a region’s “sense of place” and 
strengthen regional economies.



Questions?


