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THE CHESAPEAKE BAY BAROMETER:
A REPORT ON THE WATER QUALITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CHESAPEAKE BAY

The Chespeake Bay Barometer is a monthly environmental publication of the federal/state
Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP). The Barometer depicts the current water quality of the
Bay in terms of water clarity and dissolved oxygen. Additionally, each Bay Barometer
highlights a different issue or problem concerning the dynamics or history of the Bay and
its surrounding lands.

Initiated by the Monitoring Subcommittee in April 1987 and produced by Computer
Sciences Corporation under contract to the Environmental Protection Agency, the Bay
Barometer is distributed for publication to 11 newspapers and one magazine in the Bay
region as well as numerous citizen newsletters. Several high schools and at least one
college use the publication as a source of information for their students. Upon request,
other organizations (including law firms, consultants, government offices, conservation
groups) and private citizens may receive copies of the Barometer free of charge.
Currently, there are over 220 organizations and citizens on the distribution list. Most
recipients are in the Bay region; however, the Barometer is distributed to organizations as
far away as Wisconsin, Illinois, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Maine, Texas and
Washington. Other Estuary Projects have expressed interest in using a similar format for
publications on their own areas.

The Chesapeake Bay Program created the Bay Barometer because no other publication
was providing Bay water quality information to the public in a timely fashion. The
extensive water quality data collected under the auspices of the Monitoring Subcommittee
take months to collect, process, analyze, and publish. Using a subset of these data,
information on the two most basic water quality characteristics of the Bay now reaches
the public through the Barometer only a month after data collection. The graphs of water
clarity and dissolved oxygen are the aquatic equivalent of the well-known air quality
index.

In addition to the water quality indices, the CBP recognized that there are few
scientifically rigorous publications that address issues and problems of the Bay at the
layman level. The Bay Barometer, which is reviewed by members of the Bay's scientific
community prior to publication, provides up-to-date written and visual information on the
Bay at a level the majority of people living in the Bay region can easily understand.

This technical report compiles the first 24 issues of the Bay Barometer. The graphs of
dissolved oxygen and water clarity in the Bay provide a look back through time at the
seasonal changes in these two variables. The environmental highlights offer a brief view
of the character of the Chesapeake Bay as well as the problems which plague it. We will
address other issues in the future and from time to time take a new look at old problems.

If you would like to be on the Bay Barometer mailing list or know of a newspaper,
magazine or newsletter that would like to publish the Barometer, contact:

Nina Fisher

Computer Sciences Corporation
Chesapeake Bay Program - Suite 112
410 Severn Ave.

Annapolis, MD 21403

(301) 266-6873
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