US Army Corps
of Engineers

Baltimore District

IDENTIFICATION
GUIDE TO
SUBMERGED

AQUATIC
VEGETATION OF
/ CHESAPEAKE

e BAY




Nildli




yellow,

starlike flower 7
WL
Ty
no midvein on
leaves
long, narrow
leaves

=

\

- |
\

& base of leaf
b wraps around
stem

WATER STARGRASS
Heteranthera dubia
Occurs in fresh water.



leaf tips float
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Scale: Leaves
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wIiLD CELERY
Vallisneria americana

Occurs only in fresh to slightly
brackish waters.

/






whorls of
simple, N
undivided \\[Z/
branchlets f

reproductive
structure

plant is held
firmly on

A Q —
MUSKGRASS

Chara sp.
Occursin fresh to slightly brack-
ish water. Not a true grass, but
a type of algae, or seaweed.
Muskgrass is often rough to the
touch and has a skunk-like odor
when crushed.
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COONTAIL

Ceratophyllum demersum
Occursin fresh or slightly brack-
ish water. Found in still or slow
moving waters of streams. May




leaves have
small teeth on
edges (com-
pare with
common
waterweed)

usually five
leaves at each
node on stem

fleshy tubers
at the base of
roots

HYDRILLA
Hydrilla verticillata
Occurs mostly in fresh to
moderately brackish water. Re-
quires little light, so can be
found in murky water.
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COMMON WATERWEED
Elodea canadensis
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EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL
Myriophyllum spicatum
Occurs in fresh to moderately
brackish waters. Requires high

light intensity.
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many long,
threadlike
leaves (com-
pare with
horned
pondweed)

bushy clump

of leaves
(compare with
widgeongrass)

leaves spread leaves have
like a fan at long tapering
the water's points
surface

SAGO PONDWEED
Potamogeton pectinatus
Occurs in fresh to brackish

water.
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slende(, Short, narrow
branching . threadlike
stem i leaves (com-

/ pare with
/ sago
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leaves occur
in pairs from
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stem (com-
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horn shaped
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F RS
tensive
ﬁ)r(eeping HORNED PONDWEED
roots Zannichellia palustris

Occurs in fresh to brackish
water. Grows in late spring and
often disappears by mid-
summer. May show second
growth period in fall.



sheath at
base of leaves
has firm,
rounded tip
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pare with 1-8” long, less
horned . than 1/8"wide.
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threadlike

branching WIDGEONGRASS

leaves (com- Ruppia maritima

pare with Occurs in slightly to moderately
sago brackish waters. Also found in
pondweed) high salinities with eelgrass.
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leaf at each
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creeping

horizontal EELGRAS§

root Zostera marina

Eelgrassis amarine plant, so it
is foundin the caltimne .. 2 oY%






