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“The Chesapeake Bay is a vital economic engine and an irreplaceable environmental asset. EPA is 
honored to join our partners as we work to deliver on our restoration goals, build resilience to climate 
change and ensure that the benefits of our efforts are shared by all. With the support of historic levels of 
funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, we will work to advance our collective commitments to a 
clean Bay and watershed.” 

- Michael S. Regan, Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and Chair, Chesapeake 
Executive Council  

“To protect our region’s greatest natural asset, the State of Maryland has made historic investments in 
Bay restoration activities, and we remain fully committed to our EPA-approved Phase III Watershed 
Implementation Plan, which gets us to our goals by 2025. Through continued state leadership, federal 
support, and public-private partnerships, we can continue to address emerging challenges and make sure 
each jurisdiction is doing its part to meet this generational imperative. It has been a great honor to serve 
on the Chesapeake Executive Council, and I am proud of the progress we have made together to save this 
national treasure.” 
 

- Larry Hogan, Governor, State of Maryland  
 
“Virginia has made a serious commitment towards meeting our 2025 Bay goals, including the record 
investment of almost $140 million in new cost-share funding for agricultural best management practices, 
up from $80 million from the previous year.  However, we need to get honest about the 2025 goals. None 
of the Bay states are on track to meet all of their goals, and we must come together with the EPA to set an 
appropriate schedule, with realistic goals that are comprehensive, based on actual conditions and 
monitoring of progress, not just simple modeling.” 

- Glenn Youngkin, Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia 

"During the past year, significant legislation and appropriations have been adopted at both the state and 
federal level to accelerate restoration of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  New funding initiatives in 
Pennsylvania, climate legislation in Maryland and efforts to improve resiliency in Virginia—all led by 
Bay Commission members—collectively benefit our shared challenge and common goals.  Coupled with 
important federal action, these initiatives put us on course to maximize our progress to 2025 and beyond." 

- Maryland State Senator Sarah Elfreth, Chair, Chesapeake Bay Commission  

“Delaware is committed to improving the health of the Chesapeake Bay watershed and will continue to 
lead projects that help meet our water quality and climate goals. Our Cover Crop Cost Share and Soil 
Health initiatives have been developed for maintaining healthy local waterways and a healthy Chesapeake 
Bay. Keeping our communities involved and well-informed continues to be a priority for improving 
Delaware’s watersheds.” 

- John Carney, Governor, State of Delaware 

“Everyone deserves access to safe, clean water and New York State is committed to ongoing work with 
our state partners to improve the water quality of the Chesapeake Bay and Basin. Strong and sustained 
clean water partnerships, carefully attuned to community priorities and benefits, are essential to the 
success of Chesapeake Bay restoration efforts and addressing the impacts of climate change Basin-wide.” 



- Kathy Hochul, Governor, State of New York 

“Pennsylvania is at a truly historic moment in its work to improve the health of the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed. Our ramped-up work over the past six years is paying off. A record number of county-level 
partners are implementing changes on the ground. Farmers are achieving their most efficient fertilizer 
application rates and modernizing with other practices to improve soil health and water quality. More 
landowners than ever are partnering on streambank tree plantings. The Clean Streams Fund and other 
allocations in the recent state budget provide a major boost to these and many other Pennsylvanians 
working to reduce water pollution. These significant milestones fuel Pennsylvania's momentum to 
drive toward our 2025 goal and beyond for a healthy watershed for all who depend on and enjoy its 
benefits.” 

- Tom Wolf, Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

“We have worked aggressively in Washington, DC to restore and protect our waterways, and we are 
proud that DC is on track to meet our cleanup goals. I look forward to working together in partnership 
with the other Bay jurisdictions to meet this moment and seize the opportunity ahead of us—the 
opportunity to upgrade and rebuild our region’s infrastructure so that we not only accelerate progress 
towards our collective goals, but protect the Chesapeake Bay for generations to come.” 

- Muriel Bowser, Mayor, District of Columbia 

“The Chesapeake Bay Program’s Local Government Advisory Committee requests that the Chesapeake 
Executive Council work with our jurisdictional and federal partners to streamline workforce development 
efforts and grant application processes. Thanks to newly awarded and allocated federal resources, local 
governments across the watershed have access to resources like never before, allowing us to thoughtfully 
weigh local improvement efforts. But these efforts require a skilled workforce—and our community 
members deserve the opportunity to earn a livable wage and access career growth. Each Chesapeake Bay 
Program partner has unique grant application portals, deadlines and requirements which result in local 
governments struggling to have the capacity to apply and implement correctly. If these recommendations 
to the Chesapeake Executive Council are implemented, each person in our watershed will greatly benefit 
and help create healthy, sustainable communities.” 
 

- Councilmember Jasmine Gore, Chair, Chesapeake Bay Program Local Government Advisory 
Committee 

 
"The members of the Citizens Advisory Committee support the Executive Council to take bold and 
innovative action to protect and restore the Chesapeake Bay watershed for the benefit of our environment 
and the residents in our region." 
 

- Julie Lawson, Chair, Chesapeake Bay Program Citizens Advisory Committee  
 


