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'KNOW?z

DEI.AIH‘ARE'S CHAMPION
BALD CYPRESS

The state’s h.gm B oo, o ecorded
the fourth dtan of ~30g Tiees of Beloe

Guidebook 1o the Firmt Slelﬂ l.ugut Treey”
published in 2012 by the Delaware Forest
Service, lves on Delaware Avenve in Laural,

trunk dircumference measured & IRf!zibm
the ground, its average crawn spiead, and s
height. Faints fram each measurement are
then talled for a totsl value,

Laurel' damplon bald cypres me

inches arcand i iy 2 v smmesd of
75 feet and stands 91 feet tall Trees aing
second- and third-lace, respectivly, are

faol Ll ald cypees n Cupola Pt Mkborm
and a 115-feoter at Trussum Pond near Laurel,

Though taller, both runneraps scored fevier
total value poinis than the Laurel champ, mmmwumu-
leaves aro really 14
2-inch needies in
rows on slender w«n
THE PATRIARCH :rm_m“ma
I3 glte a ree. Iveseen it since | war cuping
" remembert State Sen. Rebert featherdika appearance.
Venabies 5z, D-Laurel, of the centuries-okd
bald eypress he named
He dizovered it and other ba) s -

when ong the James Branch decp
inko the denie woedands off Del 24 eart of

his pative Laurel, There, massive bald cypress
thrived in wellands on a tributary that floveed
0 Laurel,
Recards Pand ‘Venables, now
oy nl;‘m: the
™ area
‘@) 4% Pl
%, Giants®
Laurel %,*@ acceed it
reguiarly by
dearing an old

daer path with his son Blair. More than 20
years ags, he led state foreitry offiials
there 1o abuerve a gypry moth problem
with oak rees,

ey wese mm.ue..,uumm 5

are
pased af scales forming a
waody, brown sphere, 1-inch

You don’t have to travel to Louisiana to find a Southern swamp.
Sussex County is home to the northernmost swarmp
with bald cypress trees on the East Coast.

WITH KNEES

By Nancy E. tynch
Spenal 1 The New Jowrsl

ith it knobby knees, drooping limbs and fluisd torso, the
bald cypress isn exaetly the sexicst tmmmmw
Even its name is off-putting.
Regardless, it stands al] a3 the rock st
Delawire’s restnter wellzads i Sussex m.m home

And b <y sow s 1 D anly truly
native deeihuous conifer. That's tree talk for a cane-bearing
tree hat essonally loses s laves o necdles,

“The bald cypress is unique for o couple of reasans,*
says Michael A. Valenti, State Forester of Delay
only for its national spotlizht in
People don think of te bald cyress as & porthern
speeies It prowws in Floriila and swornps in the South,
Im:lumy,"

auld ress
Sussex t:mmly teday had 1| nol heen for their significant hmm
lonun;u ~The wood was very important for the shingle industry.
yntmuunn.luwﬂ]aa:mmanm
|, has fond memories of 8

; indarcis oyt fom

they tee The Patiarch, mgresed. brown rler
official etured 16 massure It ot 127 A - el e

'0!" ll with a crown spread of 52 featand & 4 o e > Th

circumference of 22 feet, & inches or 192

s Thoask et e sved and

The Patiiaich made the ecerd|

The Patriarch no longer hokds a W!. hecaue

ivassinek byl g nd morof ot

mass is hollow,

Range

The native range of the bald 4,
oypress if from Texas east to i
Florida and north alang the
wast to the Mid-Alantic area,

BALD mness USES s o

Bald typross wood is pele browm, soft, duroble 15 feet beyond the spread of
and exly worked, making t dealy siled for e plant. They slis might
both commerdal and residential purposes. helpto anchor the tree,
Somewhat wxy or greaty 16 the toudh, it has a
rather odd odo.

Uses have Induded such interio ihes of

hausas as doors and flooring, as well as shingles,
fencing, riroud e, hnm-mklrg, boatbuld-
ing and coffi

A m.iwanmodusolm;.imrn, and durable
-nmnnmmhw.gmlurumwmnu ithay
been called *the wo

Indeed, m:gilzsnISLPnluﬁlhsmu in fome,
wihizh stoad for 1,100 yean, onnnmmdnf
cypress. And, since early times, branches

1prigs of cypress Inav!h!rnrymhnﬁmf moun-
ing and, more recently, of immer

The waod s extremely
resittant o decay, 1ot iy
very gaod for house shingles,
fences, siding and fence ports,
ing up aiove the
ground and water Ity fashingtan's home, Mt
i Vnmhwgmmmmm
250 years old and 14l daing fine.

25 an axygen supply to the
submerged 1ot

=

20-50 feud

State Sen. Robert L. Vens
his boni h!w]lmlxhglrﬂ-. he
recalls of his nmsnu\m{m sumbny m mlm trea was
anchared in dertse wr along the.
l-'nrllnd.u hrwmnnmm:hm ummmm
mnlnlherba.ldmrﬁs in his tranguil “Land of the Glants™ and walked
dngsundurhwluwcmﬂnimmdmz&d Patriarch
state forestry officials -
wha were su inipressed
they came back for

“1 thought it needed
1o be recognized,”
Venables, who nates :
Lightaing strike

Delaware's largest bild
c¥press bree.
In addition to the

many varietics of
resses in the

e =T
Trap Pend's uniqua environment.

DELAVARE STATE FARK FHETD

firs, hemlocke
Juripers, kauri, Lirches, pines, redwoods, spruces and yess, Mgt arc
trees but toime are skrubs and nrlﬂ!aﬂm:mnmﬂ IM

lnld
Ihqiﬁudltnlryrlfnwnhur
d cypres: bout

S

BALD CYPRESS FACTS
*+ Helght: Average 50-70 feet, can grow to mare than
100 feet.

* Spread: 25-35 fect

* Trunk: Wide, fluted trunk that
narrows as it grows.

* Fruit: Seed cones.

* Growing conditions: Needs
lots of sun, especially for early
grawih,

* Loaves: Deciduous branchlets

with needles

+ Shape: Smooth, even grawth

nf leaves that resembles a round-
ed pyramid.

* Roots: Root system indudes “knees” that pop

fram the ground a few feet away from the In.-nk

= Fun Fact: Bald cypress is the state tree of Louisiana,

* Tallest: Williamsburg, Va, 132 feet tall

b, )

VIEWING SPOTS

'Iha Great Cypmss Swamp

b |m: is mative to North Aw:rin,zmpema Asia, rmwm&y

nﬂ!m Marylmd.Thlnu‘ﬁuwrnsl ©of US.'s southern swamps,

ful'l'huuﬂrld-]'ur od Imuﬂ:a e nmnmr:surm Bﬂd
cypress is a natural tree for El.nlﬂﬂld parks swith lowlying grounds.

I'lemmurlmula.l Toals are perhaps its mast distinctive feature

may protrde a fow inches 10 five or six feet above a watery sur-
r.wuudmm ancher ihe tree The knees are covered with  thin bark,
are hollow and usually diz in the sbsence of water.

The tree's ammnmﬁ conies ar cluslers of twa or three copes
develap of the previous year's grovih The cones, which
may mhl up iulﬂhlu.hl bruwn, winged seeds apiece, provide food for

"mabu:d €¥Press torves a very important ceelogical ! parpase!
agrees Valentl, wha hos seen the gentle pants by canoe in Trap Pond
State Park's hald cypress swamp. “It's like traveling back in time."

ONLINE QUIZ AND INTERACTIVE GRAPHIC

Test how much you've leamed about BALD CYPRESS TREES at delawareonfine.comdidyouknow

* COMING NEXT WEEK: As April nears, tulips blossom

50 square miles, There are good entries into the

swamp off Del. 54.
Trap Pond State Park
Ancther prime spot for or viewing bald oypress trees. The park fs

uﬂDﬂlZ‘.Spnngllyﬂmqmy the bald oyprest trees is a
favorite pastime at the

THE "BALD"” NAME

The bald ypress 1t fo named due 10 its uncommon *baldness® (o
bare logking brancher) as a ymnasperm. I is the ordy member of

its family m.l s native to North America, In fact, atzarding to

YahoolEngydapedia.com the redwood and the bald cypress are the

‘anly two irees native to Ihs(ﬂnhmn




