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INSTRUCTIONS 2

The primary focus of the CBP BMP expert panels is to develop BMP-specific nutrient and sediment reduction effectiveness
estimates (i.e., performance estimates). A secondary focus may include describing future BMP-specific research needs and ancillary
benefits. It is essential that the work of BMP expert panels not be compromised by significant conflicts of interest. Except for those
situations in which the Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP) partnership determines that a conflict of interest is unavoidable and publicly
discloses the conflict of interest, no individual can be appointed to serve (or continue to serve) on an expert panel if the individual has a
conflict of interest that is relevant to the functions to be performed.

For the purposes of the BMP expert panels convened by the CBP partnership, the term "conflict of interest" is any financial or
other interest which conflicts with the service of the individual because it (1) could significantly impair the individual's
objectivity or (2) could create an unfair competitive advantage for any person or organization. The term *conflict of interest’
applies only to current interests. It does not apply to past interests that have expired, no longer exist, and cannot reasonably affect
current behavior, Nor does it apply to possible interests that may arise in the future, because such future interests are inherently

speculative and uncertain.

“Conflict of interest” means something more than individual bias. A point of view or bias is not necessarily a conflict of interest.
Expert panel members are expected lo have points of view and the CBP partnership attempts to balance points of view by supporting
diverse expert panel membership. Panel members are asked to consider respectfully the viewpoints of other members, to reflect their
own views rather than to be a representative of any organization, and to base their scientific conclusions and judgment on relevant
evidence.

This conflict of interest disclosure form is designed to prophylactically eliminate potentially compromising situations from arising,
and thereby to protect the individual, the other members of the expert panel, the CBP partnership, and the public interest. The
individual, the expert panel, and the partnership should not be placed in a situation where others could reasonably question, and
perhaps discount or dismiss, the work of the expert panel simply because of the existence of conflicting interests.

The overriding objective of this conflict of interest disclosure form is to identify whether there are interests - primarily
financial in nature — that conflict with the expert panel service of the individual because they could impair the individual's

objectlvity or could create an unfair competitive advantage for any person or organization. The fundamental question in each
case Is this: Does the individual, or others with whom the individual has substantial common financial interests, have identifiable

12 Notg: This form was created and informed by National Academies documentation found at hitp:/fwww.nallonalacademies.org/col
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