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Overview

http://www.epri.com/
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Collaborators, Funders & Advisory Groups

Organizations:

➢Electric Power Research Institute

➢American Farmland Trust

➢Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

➢ORSANCO

➢Tennessee Valley Authority

➢University of California, Santa Barbara

➢American Electric Power

➢Hoosier Energy

➢Duke Energy

➢Troutman & Sanders

➢Markit IHS

States & Agencies:

➢Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky 

➢USEPA, USDA

External Advisory Groups:

➢Environmental Groups

➢Electric Power Industry

➢Wastewater Treatment Plants

➢Agriculture

Large Grants from:

➢ USDA/NRCS

➢ US EPA

➢ US Endowment for Forestry 

http://www.epri.com/
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Keller AA & Fox J (2019) 
Giving credit to 
reforestation for water 
quality benefits. 

PLoS ONE 14(6): 
e0217756.

https://doi.org/10.1371
/journal. pone.0217756

Overall, there is the potential for avoiding 60 million kg N and 2 million kg P from 

reaching the streams and rivers of the northern ORB as a result of conversion of 

marginal farmland to tree planting. This represents a significant fraction of the goal of 

the USEPA Gulf of Mexico Hypoxia Task Force to reduce TN and TP reaching the dead 

zone in the Gulf of Mexico.

http://www.epri.com/
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First Journal paper on Credit Calculation Methods.  

Published June 2014

http://www.epri.com/
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Attenuation Tool & Modeling Specific Locations

Seller 1 

Seller 2: 

Seller 3: 

http://www.epri.com/
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Farmer & Landowner Funding Available!!

http://www.epri.com/
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http://www.epri.com/
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http://www.epri.com/
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Unleashing Credit Sales

▪ EPRI Challenges to Unleashing Sales: 

– Require Large(ish) Buyer Contracts

– Non-profit research organization focus on science

– Not established for quick, on-line, transactions

▪ Solution:

– Collaborate with another organization

– Expertise: client reach, experience with environmental credits, easy 
transactions for credit buyers, trusted & respected.

➢ FIRST CLIMATE!

http://www.epri.com/
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Press Release: May 29, 2019

http://www.epri.com/
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13Dedicated, Naturally.

www.firstclimate.com

Your climate protection and sustainability partner – since 1999

Climate Neutral
Services

Green 
Energy

Water
Services

Project
Development

CO2

Compliance
Green Investments/ 
Asset Management

Public Climate 
Protection

Pellets2go

First Climate is one of the world's leading providers of 

climate protection solutions. We support you in 

achieving your sustainability and environmental goals.

http://www.epri.com/
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14Dedicated, Naturally.

www.firstclimate.com

Sample of References

http://www.epri.com/
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15Dedicated, Naturally.

www.firstclimate.com

Frameworks and Certification Initiatives

Water framework and certification initiatives largely

drive sustainable water practice in the following

ways:

• Commitment to periodic evaluation and incremental 

improvements (i.e. quantification and audits)

• Commitment to long-term environmental ambitions 

(e.g. water balance and catchment engagement)

• Corporate positioning, advocacy for water issues 

and marketing

Context Based Water Targets

While some initiatives target a single driver 

approach, most overlap with elements of all three

http://www.epri.com/
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16Dedicated, Naturally.

www.firstclimate.com

Collaboration – Meeting Supply with Demand

http://www.epri.com/
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17Dedicated, Naturally.

www.firstclimate.com

First Climate Website – Credit Purchases

http://www.epri.com/
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18Dedicated, Naturally.

www.firstclimate.com

First Climate Website – Credit Purchases

https://www.firstclimate.com/en/water-quality-credits/

http://www.epri.com/
https://www.firstclimate.com/en/water-quality-credits/
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Registry Services for EPRI’s Ohio River 

Basin (ORB) Water Quality Trading 

Project 

June 14, 2019

http://www.epri.com/


© 2019 Electric Power Research Institute, Inc. All rights reserved.w w w . e p r i . c o m20 Confidential. © 2019 IHS Markit®. All Rights Reserved.

20

Our global operations serve industry leaders worldwide

14,000+ colleagues in 34 countries including…

Confidential. © 2019 IHS MarkitTM. All Rights Reserved.

6,000+

Americas

(60+ offices)

3,500+

Europe, Middle 

East & Africa 

(30+ offices)

4,500+

Asia Pacific

(20+ offices)

We provide both international perspective and first-hand regional insights with over 120 offices

across six continents and a workforce that speaks more than 50 languages.*

IHS Markit also supports local communities worldwide. Our colleagues volunteered 

more than 35,000 hours and supported over 600 organizations in 2016.*

* 2016 IHS Markit Sustainability 

Report

http://www.epri.com/
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Environmental Solutions

21

We provide environmental infrastructure solutions and administrative support to emerging environmental 
markets.

• Largest global voluntary registry for carbon, water 
and biodiversity

• 25 standards/programs

• 250 Million+ carbon credits listed

• Best Registry Provider for the 8th year 
(Environmental Finance)

• Auction service provider for California, Quebec and 
Ontario Cap and Trade

• $23B total value of allowances auctioned

• 35 auctions administered since 2012

• First IHS Markit product natively designed/hosted in 
cloud (AWS)

• Best New Technology 2017 (Waters Technology 
magazine) 

• Over 12,000,000 metric tons of physical inventory 
processed

Registry

Auctions

Commodity Tracker

ESG Reporting Repository

• Soft launch in July 2018

• One-stop online platform for collecting, storing and 
disseminating ESG data

• Phase 2 incorporates OCR and machine learning for 
structured data and analytics

http://www.epri.com/
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What is a Registry?

A registry is an online infrastructure to track environmental credits through their lifecycle, 
comprised of comprised of three key components:

– Technology: online user interface and database behind the registry

– Terms and Conditions: rules governing the behaviour of parties using the Registry

– Operations: review of project documents, support of users, interaction with regulators and 
oversight of technology 

A registry promotes: 

– Transparency

– Efficiency 

– Trust 

– Confidence 

– Maximum participation

22

http://www.epri.com/
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ORB Trading Project:  Account Registration 
23

http://www.epri.com/
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ORB Trading Project:  Registry Public View (Projects)
24

http://www.epri.com/
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ORB Trading Project:  Registry Public View (Project 

Details)

25

http://www.epri.com/
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Social Aspects and Stories: Watch on YouTube

http://www.epri.com/
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Aligning with Sustainability Principles & Disclosures

Coming Fall 2019: 

Guidance Document to describe mapping of WQ credit to various 
sustainability disclosures and corporate reporting. 

http://www.epri.com/
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Credibility

Brooks Smith, Partner, Troutman Sanders
Recognized as “Best Lawyer in America”

http://www.epri.com/
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Communication & Outreach

National Public Radio 2016-2017

http://www.epri.com/
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Credit Pool and Pipeline

▪ 100,000 Credits Available NOW

▪ Pipeline of Credits:

– 10-40 year agreements with landowners in place.

– Credits for Forestry Projects coming on-line in 2019

– Credits from other BMPs continuing (cover crops, cattle exclusion 
fencing, milk house waste management, heavy use areas, etc).  

http://www.epri.com/
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June 12, 2019 Article (2 days ago)

Global Reach!!!
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Milk
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http://www.epri.com/
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How much should I purchase??

▪ Compliance Estimates

– We can run estimates or discuss with your permitting authority.

▪ Corporate/Organizational Credit Estimates

– Call EPRI or First Climate

▪ Personal Nitrogen Estimates:

http://n-print.org/
James Galloway, University of Virginia

Allison Leach, University of New Hampshire

http://www.epri.com/
http://n-print.org/
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Purchase Credits Now!

▪ Credit sales fund our next round of farmer opportunities.

▪ https://www.firstclimate.com/en/water-quality-credits/

http://www.epri.com/
https://www.firstclimate.com/en/water-quality-credits/
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http://wqt.epri.com

http://www.epri.com/
http://wqt.epri.com/
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Together…Shaping the Future of Electricity

http://www.epri.com/

