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Riparian Forest Buffers

Sally Claggett and Katie Brownson, USFS,
Forestry Workgroup Coordinator




Through the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, the Chesapeake Bay Program has committed to...

@ Vital Habitats Goal

g Riparian Forest Buffer Outcome: Restore
- ~ " 900 miles per year of riparian forest buffer

= and conserve existing buffers until at least
— ~ 10 percent of riparian areas throughout the
® watershed are forested.
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Most effective BMPs for TN reduction

BMPGroup2 Bmp Unit Full Name
Forest Buffers Acres in Buffers 5339
Feeding Space Management Acres
Oyster Reef Restoration Acres 162.0
Grass Buffers Acres in Buffers 1552
Wetland Restoration Acres 108.3
Cover Crops Acres 942
Ag Stormwater Management Acres Treated 817
Wetland Creation Acres 80.9
Septic Denitrification and Pumping Number of Systems 296
Alternative Crops Acres 212
Land Retirement Acres 138
Urban Forest Buffers Acres in Buffers 124
Tree Planting Acres 12.3
Water Control Structures Acres 10.8
Urban Forest Planting Acres 107
Manure Incorporation Acres 103
Urban Nutrient Mangement Acres 6.3
Forest Harvesting Practices Acres 6.0
Manure Transport Dry Tons 5.9
Septic Connections Mumber of Systems b6
Impervious Surface Reduction Acres 54
Irrigation Water Capture Reuse Acres 49
Denitrifying Ditch Bioreactors Acres Treated 38
Urban Tree Planting Acres 24
Animal Waste Mangement Systems Animal Units 23
Conservation Plans Acres 18
Crop Irrigation Management Acres 14
Floating Treatment Wetlands Acres Treated by Wet Po..| 1.2
Poultry Litter Amendments Animal Units 0.8 Sector
Off Stream Watering without Fencing Acres 0.6 I Agriculture
Manure Treatment Technologies Dry Tons 0.6 [¥ Developed
Shoreline Erosion Feet 03 M Natural
Stream Restoration Feet 02 I Septic
Storm Drain Cleaning - Sediment Pounds 0.0
QOyster Aguaculture Oysters Harvested 0.0
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Miles of Riparian Forest Buffers Planted in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed

Progress needed to meet WIP3 goals (1719 miles/yr 2019-2025)
| 900 miles/year target
_IIII| |l||| IIIIII‘II
© 4 b ) N\ & 4% > o $H o QA & ) Q N % > b‘ \2) © A NS
%) ) ) %) Q \ Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q N & &y \ M > N > N
NN DA DT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT A



Weighted percentage
5 & 8 & 8 &

o U

Ag Forest Buffer BMP Effectiveness for TN
in WIP3s by state

HE B I B
MD NY PA VA

DE DC

WV



Learn

What have we learned in the last
two years?



>
? Successes and Challenges

1) Existing programs are inadequate

2) RFB Action Team

3) Favorable language for CREP in the 2018 Farm Bill
4) TA support increased (more needed)

5) New Chesapeake Forest Restoration Strategy

6) Better data for geographic and demographic targeting
7) Program coordination and prioritization lacking
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Adapt

How does all of this impact our
work?



Based on what we
learned, we plan to ...

Work within CBP to
elevate and integrate
forest buffers with other
projects

Develop and implement
the Natural Filters
Restoration Program

« Explore opportunities
for public/private
finance

 Provide stability
needed to grow a
buffer workforce



Provides funding for Stewards to implement

Private Investors

L

Provide on-going investment capital Return capital and interest to
to scale-up the Matural Filters Fund investors

natural fiters BMPs

Pay Natural Filters Fund

L
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Stewards ,| Natural Filters Fund [ R Municipalities
y ] .
Implement natural filters BMPS Deliver MS4 Credits
and deliver M54 credits
Compensate landowners Provides land for implementing provide the start-up capital for the
{Errangement TBD} natura' ﬁner\s EMPS NET.LITEH FIHEF FLIT'Id n Th‘E fﬂrm Df a graﬂt
¥
Agencies and
Landowners g )
foundations




Help

How can the Management Board
lead the Program to adapt?



H:Z Help Needed

Support the new Natural Filters Restoration
Program

Fully use existing programs to prioritize
buffers




|dentify public
funding that could

be leveraged (e.g.
SRF, 319)

Natural
Filters

P Dedicate a staff
person to help
rog ra‘m develop the Program
and stay engaged




Prioritize
Buffer
Programs

Use existing landowner
assistance programs to
require buffers: identify,
amend, and institutionalize
the improved programs

Develop
Comprehensive
Statewide Buffer
Strategy for all
partners
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