Chesapeake Bay Program’s Land Use
Workgroup (LUWG)

Scope and Purpose

Land use is one of the most critical data sets for the Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP)
Watershed Model. Land use data have previously been prepared by the CBP Land Data
Team in consultation with the CBP Watershed Modeling Team. Land use classifications
have been driven by available data and by the expressed needs of CBP workgroups to
inform management decisions. The work of the Land Data Team has been reviewed by
CBP Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC) in 2008 and 2010. During the
Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP) process, differences have come to light between
the land use data set used by that CBP that covers the entire watershed over a multi-
decadal period and local-scale information. These differences have caused difficulties in
implementation planning and reporting in support of the WIPs. As the responsibility to
implement restoration efforts is pushed to the local governments, it is vital that the land
use data used in the watershed model is perceived as relevant at the local government
scale. To this end, the Land Use Workgroup will directly involve stakeholders in the
generation of land use data for modeling. The challenge will be to assemble a more
accurate baseline dataset using local information to the extent possible while estimating
historic land use acreages in a clear, transparent, and logical fashion.

Goals include:

1. To create a temporally, spatially, and categorically consistent and accurate land
use dataset from 1982 to 2012 for all jurisdictions in the Chesapeake Bay
watershed using the best available data at all scales.

2. To approve methods for projecting future land use conditions for all jurisdictions
in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.

Website: https://www.chesapeakebay.net/who/group/land use workgroup
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