Chesapeake Watershed
Investments for
Landscape Defense
(WILD)program

On October 30, 2020 the America’s
Conservation Enhancement Act became law
(Public Law No: 116-188). Title 1, section 111
of the Act authorizes the creation of the
Chesapeake Watershed Investments for
Landscape Defense (WILD) program.
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Chesapeake WILD - Origins

» Dire need to address Wildlife and Habitat
directly

» Modelled after the Delaware River Basin
Conservation Act - appropriated $5 to S1T0M

» Inspired by the Delmarva Restoration and
Conservation Network and the Upper
Susquehanna Conservation Alliance

» Non-regulatory, partnership based




The Act Authorizes Funding up to
515 Million per year.

» To coordinate restoration and protection activities
among Federal, State, local, and regional entities
throughout the watershed

» Engage other agencies and organizations to build
capacity and generate funding for projects in the
Chesapeake Bay

» Support collaborative efforts to implement
conservation, stewardship, and enhancement
projects.

» Collaborative efforts should incorporate equity,
inclusion, and justice (DEIJ) into practices and
policies.
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Projects - DRAFT Five Pillars

1. Sustain and enhance restoration and protection activities by conserving a
resilient network of fish and wildlife habitats and connecting corridors, with
emphasis on vulnerable species and habitats

2. Address climate change by increasing scientific capacity and supporting
strategic planning, monitoring, and applied science activities necessary to ensure
resilience of natural ecosystems and habitats impacted by changing climate and
development.

3.Increase capacity and support for coordinated restoration and protection
activities in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, particularly in underserved
communities, through outreach, education, and civic engagement.

4.Enhance recreational opportunities and public access with a strong emphasis
on equitable access to nature, consistent with the ecological needs of fish and
wildlife habitat

5.Improve and sustain water quality, upgrade water-management capability, an
reduce flood damage, with an emphasis on green infrastructure and natural
infrastructure to support fish and wildlife, habitats of fish and wildlife, and
drinking water for people



Details

Who is Eligible?
» State and the District of Columbia.

» Aunit of local government.

» A nonprofit organization.
» An institution of higher education.
What is the Match Requirement?

» 50% however, non-DOI Federal funds may be used for not more than 25% of
the total cost of a project funded under the grant program.

Reporting?

» On April 30, 2020 and annually thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to
Congress a report describing the implementation of this Act, including a
description of each project that has received funding under this Act.




Chesapeake WILD Framework - 1st step toward
guiding the vision and meeting the intent of the Act

Stakeholder meeting - February 23, 2020
» Some DRAFT Themes:

» Integrate wildlife movement corridors in wildlife action plans, and
create multi agency strategies

» Private landowner strategies - the bulk of the land; need to ramp up
and make more efficient/effective

» Align Chesapeake WILD work with existing efforts (ex. Chesapeake
Bay Program, Gateways Network, state programs)

» Involve communities in planning/ restoration

» Improve ability to access green space/ waterways -- funding,
assistance, transit access, improving existing (maintenance and
interpretation)

» Make the science a whole community effort.




The Chesapeake Conservation
Partnership (CCP)

» Well established already
» Part of the Network for Landscape Conservation

» Broadly inclusive of relevant conservation/restoration
stakeholders in the watershed

» Well known to the relevant players with a strong
reputation for collaborative conservation, familiar and
trusted forum

» Chesapeake Conservation Atlas - related priorities -
forests, farms, habitat, heritage and health




Next Steps

» Funding!

» Implementation - need good projects
across the watershed

» Need ambassadors

» New paradigm for addressing
conservation related issues?




U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Contacts

Mike Slattery, Landscape Partnerships Coordinator

Science Applications, North Atlantic - Appalachian
Region

michael_slattery@fws.gov

Genevieve LaRouche
Field Office Supervisor, Chesapeake Bay Field Office
genevieve_larouche@fws.gov

Dan Murphy, Chief, Division of Habitat Restoration
and Conservation, Chesapeake Bay Field Office
dan_murphy@fws.gov
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