CHESAPEAKE BAY PROGRAM 2017-2018

BAY BAROMETER

HEALTH & RESTORATION IN THE CHESAPEAKE BAY WATERSHED

The Chesapeake Bay is the largest estuary in the
United States. Its watershed spans parts of Delaware,
Maryland, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West
Virginia and the District of Columbia, and is home to
countless plants, animals, people and habitats.

HOW'S THE BAY DOING?

THE BAY IS RESILIENT.,
-~ 1,196 ACRES

i ,2 &_22 reefs __Bs been restored in Maryland and Virginia
g Vers: an increase a E.mnaa m_%a last _52 :

104,893 ACRES = <= -

__- ______255 grasses grewin the'Bay in2017; ﬂ_as_a__mz afipunt*
~——everrecorded and the first time surpassing 100,000 acres,

1.3 MILLION ACRES

©of land have been permanently protected from development:
an increase of 300,000 acres since 2016.

“aga. 193 SITES

opened for the public to access the water:
.. _more than halfway to our goal.

BUT THE BAY STILL FACES CHALLENGES.
I-1DEGREES FAHRENHEIT

is ___m increase in average annual stream
temperature hetween 1960 and 2014

72 PERCENT

of monitored streams experienced an increase in flooding.

84 PERCENT

of the Bay is contaminated by toxics:
an increase of four percent from 2016.
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