
Contractor Concerns

• Protocol 3 calculations
– Significant level of effort
– Low load reductions
– Could lead to disincentives for good projects that reconnect a stream with its floodplain

• BEHI standardization
– Subjective analysis
– Variable assessment based on specific length of reach

• Use of monitored load reductions vs. default credit rates

• Width of hyporheic box in panel report
– Could be much larger than 5 foot box described in the report

• Use of default bulk densities for Protocol 1 calculations
– Report indicates that densities should be measured

• No credit mechanism for legacy sediment removal



MDE Concerns

• What constitutes bank armoring?

• Work should only be done in “degraded” 
channels
– Report says projects done on reaches with an IBI > 3 

are not eligible for credit

• Comparison of individual project load 
reductions to segment loads in model, or urban 
loads
– Local TMDLs of particular concern here

• Project designs to enhance near-field benthic 
and fish habitat
– Is this a goal of project design?



Local TMDL Endpoints



Local TMDL Endpoints


