
Synthesis examples and 
principles

Bill Dennison
27 May 2021



New Insights report



New Insights report



New Insights report featured in media and at 

Chesapeake Bay agreement meeting



Submerged Aquatic Vegetation Synthesis (SAV SYN) 



• Excellent scientists

• Focus on analysis and interpretation

• Commitment to Chesapeake Bay

• Willingness to work collaboratively towards 
a common cause

Criteria for selecting participants



Productive
Workshop summary produced, bookmarks 
event, document progress

Interactive
Activities & breakouts lead to input & exchange

Condensed
Workshops limited to necessary contact 
hours

Participatory
Multiple opportunities for input

Fun

SAV workshop goals



Initial qualitative paper: Bioscience



Case study: Eelgrass decline due to climate 
change



Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 



Large media coverage

Washington Post editorial supporting Chesapeake Bay Program
56 M people exposed to story via traditional and social media



Fact sheets produced for resource managers



1. What are the long term SAV trends in 
Chesapeake Bay? 

Nutrient reductions have led to SAV recovery since the 
1980s  

2. How are the trends related to human activities?

Nutrient pollution reduces SAV; species enrichment 
enhances SAV

Two key questions answered: 



Limited size



Multiple immersive workshops

July 2016 Sept 2016 Jan 2017

Feb 2017 Apr 2018

Oct 2017

Aug 2017



Regular communication



Flexibility



Product focus
Peer review papers Segment analysis



Conducive location

Walk-able restaurants, coffee shops, bars & hotels



Fun


