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Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week is a 
time to celebrate the cultures, history 
and natural beauty of the nation’s 
largest estuary. 



History
● In 2016, the Chesapeake Bay Commission designated nine days each 

June as Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week.
○ The nine days start with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s Clean 

the Bay Day and ends with Bernie Fowler’s Wade-In.



Events happening during CBAW:
● Clean the Bay Day: June 4
● River Rally: June 4-7 
● Action Day for Clean Water & Rivers: June 7-8
● Lancaster Water Week 
● Waterkeepers Chesapeake 50th Clean Water Act Anniversary 
● Free fishing days



Social media holidays
● National Trails Day: June 4 
● World Environment Day; International Day for the Fight against Illegal, 

Unreported and Unregulated Fishing: June 5
● National Caves & Karst Day: June 6 
● New York Invasive species awareness week
● World Oceans Day: June 8 



Plans for 2022
● Theme: Restoration Brings Results 

○ We will focus on restoration projects throughout the Bay 
watershed. 

● Emphasis on local watersheds within the greater Chesapeake Bay 
watershed 

● Talk about geography, successful projects and plans for the future



What do we provide?
● The Chesapeake Bay Program will publish a press release and blog 

post 
● Sample proclamation templates 
● Social media toolkit 
● Flickr gallery for relevant images
● Events calendar
● Support! 

○ Let us know if you have questions



Social media toolkit



Social media toolkit



Maps



Maps



Events



State proclamations
● Virginia and Maryland legislation established Chesapeake Bay 

Awareness Week as the second week in June in 2016 and in each 
succeeding year.
○ Virginia: https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-

bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+HJ31+pdf
○ Maryland: https://law.justia.com/codes/maryland/2020/general-

provisions/title-7/subtitle-6/section-7-601/

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+HJ31+pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/maryland/2020/general-provisions/title-7/subtitle-6/section-7-601/


Proclamation template



Examples from 2021



Next steps
● Planning partners will meet to pick daily subthemes, create the 

social media toolkit, blog post and press release.
○ By mid-May all materials will be publicly accessible. 

● We’re asking partners to plan local activities and share the event 
information with us. 



Learn more:
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/discover/chesapeake_bay_awareness_wee
k



Marisa Baldine
Communications Staffer
Chesapeake Bay Program Communications Office 
mbaldine@chesapeakebay.net
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