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GOALS & OUTCOMES

VITAL HABITATS

Increasing nesds for land and resources have resulted in fragmentation and degradation
of many habitats across the watershad while also challenging the health of many Bay

watershed species.

Conserving healthy habitats and restoring the connectivity and

function of degraded habitats is essential to the long-term resilience and sustainability
of the ecosystern and the region’s guality of life.

Wetlands
Outcome

Black Duck

Stream Health
Outcome

Broolk Trout

GOAL: Restore, enhance and protect a network of land and
water habitats to support fish and wildlife, and to afford other
public benefits, including water quality, recreational uses and
scenic value across the watershed.

Continually increase access to habitat to support sustainable migratory
fish populations in the Chesapeake Bay watershed’s freshwater rivers and
streams. By 2025, restore historical fish migration routes by opening an
additional 132 miles every two years to fish passage. Restoration success
will be indicated by the consistent presence of alewife, blueback herring,
American shad, hickory shad, American eel and brook trout, to be
monitored in accordance with available agency resources and
collaboratively developed methods.*

By 2025, rmestore, enhance and pressrsa weland habhats that
support & wintaring population of 100,000 black ducks, a spacies
reprosantative of the health of tidal marshas across the watarshad.
Refine populaion targets through 2025 based on best avallable
sclanca.

Continualy Improwva stream heaih and funcian throughout the
watershed. Improve Realth and function of ten parcant of stream
milas abowa the 2008 Dasaline for the Chesapoake Bay watarshad.

Restore and sustain naturally reproducing brook trout populations In
Chesapeaks headwater streams with an elght percent Increasa In
pccupled habitat by 2025,

*As amended, January 28, 2020 by the Principals’ Staff Committee.
See p. 17 for details
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AFFIRMATION

Ag Chasopaska Eay Frogram Farners, wao recogniza e nead o soocsdarola implememiataon of aobong
reCessary o achiave e Goals and Culnomas oudined haraln and rsalzs owr shamd Ssional a haaliby and

vioram Chesapaaka Bay walersheo

Ag CThesapsaka Boy Frogram Farines, we acknowiedps ithat this Agrasmam 15 wolurdany and subjact 1o
e ovaibify ol appoprioad funds. This AgreameT B not o coniracl o an assklonocs agreamant Wa

also urdersiand 1hal This Agraamen doas not pre-ampl. superseda or ocvarida ary cthar lw o regaladion
appicabic o aach signaiary.

Wa, e undersignsd members ol tha Chasopaoke Exeoutive Coundl, re-oiim cour commiman 1o suppar
1w doalks of his Agreame and o wark cooparoivaly in ks Impemantaton 'Wa agres o work bolh
ndependamly and oclabombvaly foward he Goalk and Culcames of this &greamesnt and 0 mplamenl
specfic Maragomart Sraiegios o achievs tham. Evedry clzen ol his groat waloehsd B mied 1a join wilh
% Farrership, unbng &5 aragion ond ambracing e aciions thaod wil kead o PaoCass.

Do June 15, 204

For the Chasapaks Eay Commissian '8
B P flwacd € A DB
For the Stala of Delawars h‘jl_f{ rrr]_,(_.f:.b{:'f

For thie Olsirict of Caumibla

For e Stada of Maory land

For he Commomsaaih of Fennsyhanio

For b Etmda of Hiew Tork

For the Commomeaaih of Sirginia

For the Etmda of West Sirginia

For e Unked Simes ol Amsrios
Sl h it [ IR RE S s e LR ]
=2 st s e e U e CTRE S EE B
bt bt IR A '
Carieers & Ags-=huss
Cwr-ariewre = Lz
—a e = D
s gt | il
O o B i o

Chesapez e B3y Aropram
LT Eemarwims Seersmh e




Amendments to Goals and Outcomes

As discussed on page 3 of this Watershed Agreement, the signatory partners recognized that,
“As the signatories identify new opportunities and concerns, Goals or Outcomes may be
adopted or modified. Any changes or additions to Goals will be approved by the Executive
Council. The Principals’ Staff Committee (PSC) will approve changes or additions to
Outcomes, although significant changes or additions will be raised to the Executive
Council for approval. Proposed changes to Goals and Outcomes or the addition of new
ones will be open for public input before being finalized.”

On January 24, 2020, the PSC approved the following modifications to three 2014 Watershed
Agreement outcomes. The PSC agreed that final approval of these edits to the original
outcomes by the Executive Council was not necessary:

o Diversity: “Identify mirerity-stakeholder groups not currently represented in the
leadership, decision-making or implementation of current conservation and
restoration activities and create meaningful opportunities and programs to
recruit and engage these groups in the Partnership’s efforts.”

o Fish Passage: “Continually increase avaiable access to habitat to support
sustainable migratory fish populations in the Chesapeake Bay watershed’s
freshwater rivers and streams. By 2025, restore historical fish migration routes by
opening 4,000additienatstream-miles an additional 132 miles every two years to
fish passage. Restoration success will be indicated by the consistent presence of
alewife, blueback herring, American shad, hickory shad, American eel and brook
trout, to be monitored in accordance with available agency resources and
collaboratively developed methods.”

o Land Use Methods and Metrics: “Continually improve our knowledge of land
conversion and the associated impacts throughout the watershed. By 2646
December 2021, develop a watershed-wide methodology and local-level metrics
for characterizing the rate of farmland, forest and wetland conversion, measuring
the extent and rate of change in impervious surface coverage and quantifying the
potential impacts of land conversion to water quality, healthy watersheds and
communities. Launch a public awareness campaign to share this information with
local governments, elected officials and stakeholders.”




